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THEBALLPOEM
—JOHN BERRYMAN

i

000 000000« in McAlester, Oklahoma. He was an Americ,), Po
John Barryman was born on 25 October 1914, : consi t ang) |
scholar. :Zwas a major figure of the 20th century’s American poetry. He was considered as 3 key ﬁgumg l o

the Confessional School of Poetry.
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In this poem, for the little boy, his ball is the first thing he has ever held dear. However, he has never eye, |
considered the possibility that he might one day lose his ball. It is only when that P!appens, .he realises thy
it was his responsibility to keep the ball safe. The boy quickly realises that e.verythlng he will ever own wil |
be his responsibility. He also realises that things will get lost from time to time, and money simply cannot |
replace them all. As he is learning these lessons, he is growing up. He will never again be as innocent 3 he
was before the loss of his ball. He will never be naive enough to not feel the pressure of his responsibilities,
This is a very painful thing for the poet to watch.

In this poem, the ball symbolises our family or friends whom we love, and the loss of the ball symbolises
their death. As we grow older, we will become more and more accustomed to seeing our loved ones die, |
We will learn how to deal with such aloss and to move on fromit as well. Death may grieve us or cause usto |
feel depressed, but sooner or later, we must overcome those feelings and start living our normal lives again. | Ex

e
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Summary

This poem is about a boy who loses a ball in the water. He is very upset. Though the ball does
not cost too much, it gives a big shock to him. He keeps staring at the place where his ball has
gone. The poet sees all this, but he doesn’t interfere with the boy’s ruminations. The poet
thinks that the loss of the ball will teach the boy a lesson of accepting the loss with tolerance and
pleasure. Everyone has to lose something or the other in this world, stil] they are to survive and
fulfil their obligations. This loss makes the boy learn that gains anq losses are part and parcel
of life. One should accept them as a common matter.

Explanation of the Poem -

1. What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
What, what is he to do? I saw it go
Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then

Merrily over—there it is in the water!

4

Scanned by CamScanner

326 Xam idea English-X | yar ™



j
fines, the poet asks his readers a
1, bouncing happily on its

[11111651-6011] hir
i ﬂ"\“ié ders what the boy should do now,
Jus

question, H
way, and ﬁsriilas >ecna young boy’s ball rolling
s fal]mg into the water. He asks

No use to say 'O there are other baIIs"'
; An ultimate shaking grief fixes the bo'
As he stands rigid, trembling, staring i’io
All his young days into the harbour wlruar\;vn
His ball went. T would not intrude on him:

A dime, another ball, is worthless, Now

o these lines, the poet thinks for a 1 ,

P lost s ball by telling him that tllei'e]iif)illll(i)lztciii(lt hle (lJlught to console the boy b0 13
. o ‘ > other balls just like tl i i
ACTOSS SOONET Of later . J e that one which he will

e boy fecl an;tgztt};:)\f[ve? he i[mderstands that such false consolation will

: \ . A feeling of grief has come ove

I _ r the boy. He stands ver
for (biocilcl)c\:viinif Snd then starts shivering all over. He watches [h)é ball go into thz
1e water, and he feels that his childhood has also taken the same

from him. At such a time, the poet feels that it would be wrong to go up to
nother ball will not

come
not m
qraight
parbour an
route away
the boy and intrude on his solitude. Giving him a dime to purchase a

pold any value for him.

He senses first responsibility
In a world of possessions. People will take

Balls, balls will be lost always, little boy.

one buys a ball back. Money is external.

us that the litte boy is undergoing a transformation. H
sation that the ball was his responsibility, as many things will
you own is our responsibility and you must keep
own will be yours forever. Other people will

take away your ball, or it will get lost in sOmMe way or the other. No one will buy another

ball for you. Mon€y is only something you can show off, but ultimately it cannot buy you
inner peace- Here, the ‘pall’ is a symbol for all of one’s possessions, and the poet is saying

that we will certainly los€ them one day and that they cannot be easily replaced.

And no

Exp- In these lines, the poet tells eis
just now coming to the reali
be after this. In this world, everything

those things safe. Howeveh nothing you

learning; well behind his desperate eyes,

4. ~ Helis
The epistemology of loss, how to stand up
very man must one day know
many days, how 10 stand up.
e become filled with an aw ful sadness,
.. He is learning about the
)' man must le;u'n,
the loss an

the sound

Knowing what e
And mosTt know

i he poet say$ that the
se lines: L ys taL /
Exp- | 1 d:ﬁatbehind all the grief, he1s learning
i ings on¢ considers precious. e is learning

of X . ¢ )
Joss oneé ¢hat man must learn agaimn and again. He is learning
move on. Su

ht back to his senses a
e nearby.

boy's eyes hav
an important lessot
A lesson that ever
how to accept
fter hearing

ddenly, the boy is broug

He can no longer sc€ the ball at all.

Scanned by CamScanner



Rhyme scheme \

| i i e in this poem.
not follow any identifiable I'IIYIIIE schem h
he poet does ) )

i ison is made between two different things or ;4
i ic device is used when a covert comparison is n.1a Qs
Tz:r:otit:poet uses the device of metaphor in the 8th line when he compares the boy’s young da :rt:!s
fhildhzaod with the lost ball. i

Apostrophe

This poetic device is used when the poet addresses his or her poem to an abse:t E;l-ujlegc& In this Poem :
poet uses the device of an apostrophe in the 13th line as he directly §peaks t'o the little boy and te||s him the
balls are always liable to get lost, but we never see the boy responding to him.

Transferred epithet

This poetic device is used when an emotion is attributed to a non-living thing after- being displaceq from
person. In this poem, the poet uses the device of transferred epithet in the 15th lll:]e, wl'Hen he writes the
phrase “desperate eyes”. It is not that the eyes of the boy are sad, but that the boy itself is sad and that s
eyes are expressing that emotion on his face.

e
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ANSWERS TO NCERT QUESTIONS

THINKING ABOUT THE POEM

1. Why does the poet say, “I would not intrude on him”? Why doesn’t he offer hin
money to buy another ball? |
Ans. The boy is really shaken at the loss of his ball. The poet says that he will not intrude

upon the boy because the boy must learn to tolerate loss. The poet emphasises this loss.
He thinks that money cannot compensate for the sense of loss. So he doesn’t give the

boy money.

2. “...staring down /All his young days into the harbour where/His ball went...” Do you
think the boy has had the ball for a long time? Is it linked to the memories of days
when he played with it?

Ans. Yes, the boy has had the ball for a long time. Itis clear from the lines in the poem, ‘staring
down/ All his young days...” These lines show that the ball is linked to the memories of
many days. -

3. What does “in the world of possessions” mean?

Ans. It means ‘the world’ of materialistic things, In such a world, one’s possessions carry

importance,
4. Do you think the boy has lost anything earlier? Pick out the words that suggest the
answer.
Ans. The boy has lost something earlier also. It is clear in the opening line ‘What is the boy
now’.

5. What does the poet say the boy is learning from the loss of the ball? Try to explain this
in your own words.
Ans. The poet says that the boy is learning to live with his loss. I, this world. loss is a fact. The
boy has lost his ball. He is shaken by it. But he muyst try to Understa;u(i) thlz emotional
implication of the sense of loss.
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sihe following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow: (4 Marks each)
'R1 What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
What, what is he to do? T saw it go

Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
Merrily over —'there it is in the water!
(a) What becomes peculiar of the boy who has lost his ball?
(b) What did the poet see? ' '
(c) Where did the ball land finally?
(d) What has the boy lost? el iyt
s, (2) The boy is confused as to what he is to'do. *
(b) The poet saw the ball bouncing towards the water.
(c) The ball finally landed in the water.
(d) The boy has lost hisball. "~ 5

No use to say ‘O there are other balls':

An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy

As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down

All his young days into the harbour where

His ball went. o
(a) How do people generally comfort a boy who has lost his ball?
(b) What does he stare at? ‘
(c) What comes to his mind, when he looks at the ball?
(d) Why is the boy so sad? i )
Ans. (a) People generally comfort a boy by saying, “There are other balls”.
(b) He stares at the ball which has fallen in the water.

(c) When he looks at the ball, all his young days come to his mind.
(d) He is grief-stricken at the loss of his ball.

3 T would not intrude on him;
' A dime, another ball, is worthless. Now
He senses first responsibility
In a world of possessions,
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(a) Who does the word ‘he’ refer to? ;
(b) Why is money or another ball worth.less for the boy:
(c) How does the boy sense responsibility?
(d) What kind of a world is it?
Ans. (a) The word ‘he’ refers to the boy whose ball has lost.
(b) Money or another ball is worthless for the boy because he has lost g
to him. He is suffering from a sense ol loss.
(c) He senses responsibility when his possessed ball is lost. |

(d) Itisa materialistic world.

mething 1
]

4, People will take

Balls, balls will be lost always, little boy.
And ho one buys a ball back. Money is external.

(@) Why does the poet say ‘balls will be lost always’?

(b) Why does the poet say that no one buys a ball back?

(c) What does the poet mean by ‘money is external’?

(d) What is external? ; ‘

Ans. (a) The poet wants to say that the loss of dear things is a fact of life.

(b) The poet says so because the ball is lost and money cannot compensate for the Selg
of loss. :

(c) It means that money is always meant to be spent.
(d) Money is external.

5. He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,

The epistemology of loss, how to stand up
Knowing what every man must one day know
And most know many days, how to stand up.

(a) How are the boy’s eyes?

(b) Why are the boy’s eyes ‘desperate’?

(c) What is the boy learning?

(d) What is the boy going to know?

Ans. (a) The boy’s eyes are desperate.
(b) The boy’s eyes are ‘desperate’ because he has lost his ball,
(c) The boy is learning the meaning of loss.

(d) The boy is going to know the universa] truth that almost 3] men lose something
and they have to compromise with thejr loss,

Short Answer Questions (30-40 words: 2 Marks each)

1. Express your views on the title of the pPoem, ‘The BaJ1 Poem?,

Ans. When one reads the title ‘The Ball Poem’, one assumes that the poem may be a light
hearted one but perhaps about the joys of childhood, We must not feel dish eartened:
dejected and desperate but try to stand up and beay the loss through self.understanding

22N  vam idaa Enalich-¥X Scanned by Camscanner



_ (e theme of the poem —'The Bal] Poem’?
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s What shows that the ball was valuable for the boy?

The ball was v aluable for the boy is obvious (clear
" He was shocked, remained fixed, trembled with
nad fallen. All this shows that he loved the ball

) from the way he reacts after losing it.

grie.f, staring at the place where the ball
and it was valuable for him.
;. ‘He senses first responsibility’. What responsibility is referred to here?

| ps. The respon'sibility refgrred to here is how to stand up or bear the loss through self-
~ understanding and trying to console oneself on his own as the boy who lost his ball was
trying to do.
6. Why did the poet not console the boy?

Ans. The poet did not console the boy for two reasons—One, the boy was too shocked and
grief-stricken to listen to any sense. Second, the poet also observed that the boy was
trving to stand up or bear the loss on his own through self-understanding which is much

more reflective and lasting. The poet’s or anybody else’s consoling would not be that
effective.

7. Do you think the boy has lost anything earlier? Pick out the words that suggest the
answer. |

Ans. 1 don’t think the boy has lost anything earlier. The first loss is shocking and full of
grief—the line—An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy’ reflects it. Also in the ‘senses
first responsibility’—the word first shows that it was his first loss.

8. What does the poet notice at the beginning of the poem?

‘ - . i  his ball bouncing.
| Ans, - ! laving near a harbour with a ball. The poet saw g
S Ifthgoz(r)lizzezflz f):g i?ltoythg water of the harbour. The boy lost his ball. He became very
sad. )
9. What was the effect of the loss of ball on the boy:

i g ; 1 he effect
An hose ball has fallen into the harbour. He describes t
> T})e} p(;et ek &t]: bbooyy %:g boy is shaken with grief. He trembles and stares down the
of the loss of ' ive in his mind
is past days come alive in . .
harbour H:; I)poet decide not to give money to the boy or he buy another ball for him?
10. Why does the

that he will not intrude upon the boy because he must learn to tolerate
Ans. The poet saySt emphasises this loss. He thinks that money cannot compensate for the
loss. The P o he doesn’t give the boy money or buy another ball for him.

«And no one buys a ball back. Money is external”.

sense of 10ss. S

£ ine,
alﬂ the ll . . i
11. Expl . o means that no onc can buy something that is lost forever. No one can buy
i e . ; T .
Ans. This Iin that very ball which he has lost. Money is an external thing. Itisa medium of
e be(:Zing things. But even money cannot compensate for the sense of loss suffered by
0SS
a person.
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12. Why does the poet say, “Balls will be lost always”?

y ! T H
Ans, Here, balls are the symbol of man’s possessions. We lovq our things. Some thingg
‘ , . thing is permanent in life. We may 1., "8 e
dearer to us than the others. But nothing is pel ioced by e 5 ouy
things. Then we suffer from a sense of loss. This is experier y everyone iy, e 3 W
is why, the poet says, “Balls will be lost always™. at

13. What is the main idea of the poem?

Ans. The main idea of the poem is ‘the sense of loss in life’. The loss is a _fact of life. h
sooner man learns to tolerate it, the better it is, When we lose something fo the . ©
time, we feel very sad. But later, we learn to live with our loss. In this poem, the
his ball. He is very sad. The poet can buy him another ball. But he does not y
so. He wants the boy must learn the bitter truth of life that everyone can suffe
of something dear.

IIS[
bOy ]OSES
dant to 0
I the logs

Long Answer Questions (100-150 words: 8 Mars each)

1. Should the boy be allowed to grieve for his ball? If his loss is irreparable or irretrieyap) e
then how should one handle it? What lessons can be learnt?

Ans. Yes, the boy should be allowed to grieve for his ball, as he hac'l that ball for a long time
He had many old memories associated with it, since his childhood. Moreover, whe,
a person is trying to come over his grief on his own, then one should not intrude o
disturb him as it may break his chain of thoughts and may irritate him.

One should have self-consolation, and self -understanding in order to bear the logs. Self-

realisation and understanding are more effective and lasting than when it is done by an
external agency or a person.

2. How did the boy really react to the loss of the ball or was he fearful of something or

someone? Can our attention be directed toward his family and other people? Are there
any lessons to be learnt? :

Ans. (i) The boy was not fearful of anyone, in fact, he was really upset about the loss of the
ball. The ball was valuable for him. He was shocked, remained fixed, trembled with
grief staring at the place where the ball had fallen, His family must not have been
affected by the loss as a ball is an easily available and inexpensive item.

(if) The loss of the ball teaches a lesson to us. Money is external in the sense that it
can give you only outer happiness or pleasure not inner. Money cannot buy the
emotions and heavenly virtues. It cannot be linked with old memories. Moreover,
self-consolation, realization or understanding is more effective and lasting than
done by an external agency or a person,

3. Why does the poet say, ‘I would not intrude on him?’

Il ‘ Why doesn’t he offer him money
to buy another ball?

Ans. When a person is trying to come over his grief on his own, he is busy making himself
understand certain things. If then, someone intrudes or disturbs, his chaip of thoughts s
broken. It makes him irritated. Moreover, self-consolation, realisation or understanding
is more effective and lasting than when it is .done by an externa] agency or a person. The
poet knows it. So he does not intrude on him.

His offer of money to buy another ball is useless for the boy as he wants the same ball he
is attached to and has been playing for a long time. No other ball will be able to take its
place.
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